‘Mother to Son < >

Well, son, I'll tell you:
Life for me ain’t been
no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,
And places with no

carpet on the floor—

Bare.
But all the time
I'se been a-climbin’ on,
And reachin’ landin’s,
And turnin’ corners,

And sometimes goin’ in the dark
Where there ain’t been no light.
So boy, don’t you turn back.
Don’t you set down on the steps.
‘Cause you finds it’s kinder hard.
Don’t you fall now—

For I'se still goin’, honey,

I'se still climbin’,

And life for me ain't

been no crystal stair.

-Langston Hughes

, pi | splinters small pieces of wood/glass/stones
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W Understand and Enjoy

COMPREHENSION

Answer the following questions in brief.

1. What doesthe poet’s mother compare her life to?

2. In Stanza 1, the poet has made use of certain words that tell of various obstacles the

motherfacedin herlife. What are those?

3. Whatwords or phrasesindicate that sheis fromapoorsection of society?

4. Has the climbing of the stairs been easy for the mother? If not, what difficulties does she
face while climbing up?
Does themotherwarnthe son of the dangersin climbing the stairs or encourage him?

Ui

Explain how the poethas made use of the symbol of stairs to compare it with life.

s

VOCABULARY AND APPRECIATION

A. Find words in the first stanza of the poem that mean the same as:
1. unevensurface
2. smallthin pieces of wood, metal, glass, etc.

3. withoutany protectionor covering

B. There are many words in the poem where the poet makes use of a local dialect which
also illustrates that the mother is not well-educated. Pick them out from the poem and

write what they actually mean.
Example: I’se been a-climbin’ on — It has been rising up/progressing in life.

C. Read the following sentences:
| Shesingslikeanightingale.
| He fought as if hewereallion.
Now read this set of sentences:
| Sheis thenightingale of our school.
| Hewas thelionof the battle.

Notice that in both sets of sentences, comparison is done. But the modes of
comparison are different. Writers and poets frequently make use of such
techniques to lend a special meaning or effect to their writings.

The literary terms used for these comparisons are called similes and metaphors.

m i
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These are also termed as figures of speech.

The figure of speech used in first set of sentences is simile. In such sentences, comparison
s done between two distinctly separate things and both of them have their identities.
They are compared with the help of words - like, as, such as. You would have observed that
'she’ and ‘nightingale’ are two different things and they are compared with the help of the
word ‘like’, whereas the figure of speech used in the second set of sentences is metaphor.
In these sentences comparison is imposed upon the compared object i.e one of the two
objects loses its identity to the other object. For example 'He' and the ‘lion’ are not
separate things in this case because 'he’ possesses these qualities. Therefore, he is made

to appear as a lion. However there is always a feeling of comparison. The words - like, as,
and such as are not used for a comparison ina metaphor.

Now look for a few metaphors from the poem and write them down.

DISCUSSION

Do you think members of family, especially your parents, sometimes help you to sail out
of difficult situations? Aren’t they with you when you feel all alone? Can you manage
without them? Discuss in groups and share with the class.
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Tneme: Parents’ Role in Life

| esson

She lived

Discuss in groups: |
1. What are family relations? |
2. Which relation would you assign the greatest importance? Why? |

y mother had only one eye. It was such an
embarrassment. I hated the dark hovel we lived

in. She ran a small shop at the
vegetable market. Added to this, she was [rail
and walked with a hunched back. She =
collected green leafy |
vegetables like spinach and in
fact, anything such to sell,
for the money we
needed.

I remember that it
was a field day, and my
‘mother came to the
: %;chool. I was
embarrassed. How could
she do this to me? 1
threw her a hateful
look and ran out.
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‘

The next day when I went to school, my friends teased me, “Your mom hag only o
* e

eye!”and laughed at me. |
[ wished that my mother would just disappear from this world. One day, after ,

conflict in my mind, T finally asked her, “Mom, why d,on’t yeu haYe the O[h,f,:l‘ eye? Yoy hagd
only made me a laughing stock all around. Why don.t you. Just dlsappear:? My mothe, di
not respond. I guess 1 felt a little bad,‘but at the same time, it felt good to think that | had saig
what I'd wanted to tell her for along time.

Maybe it was because my mom hadn’t punished me, but I didn’t think that | had huyy

her feelings very badly.
That night I woke up and went to the kitchen to get a glass of water. My mother Wag
crying there, so quietly, as if she was afraid that she might awaken me. I took a look at her, anq

then turned away.

Because of what I had said to her earlier, there was something pinching me in the corner
of my heart. Even so, I despised my mother who was crying out of her one eye. So [ 1)
mvsélfthat I would grow up and become successful, because I hated my one-eyed mom an
01i1~ desperate poverty.

Then I studied really hard. T left my mother and came to Seoul and went on with my
studies, and got a job of a lecturer in the Seoul University with all the confidence I had. Time
flew very fast. I married a beautiful woman and purchased an apartment in the finest locality
of the city. Later I had kids too.

Then I started living here
happily as a successful man. I
liked it because it was a place
that did not remind me of my
mom. This happiness was
getting bigger and bigger,
when someone
unexpected came
to see me. “What?
Who's this?” It was
my mother.. stil]
with her one eye. |
felt as if the whole
sky was falling
apart on me. My
little girl ran away,

e —

conflict (here) struggle, confusion | lﬂughing Stoal

object of humiliation or ridicule | despised disliked | desperate hof”l’”

8

—
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scared of my mom’s eye,

e:nnecil Lf;l:ct::;v dW{lo are you? I don’t know you!” As if I tried to make that real. |
B d : are you come to my house and scare my daughter! Get out of here!
oo [l,],ls’ my mother quietly answered, “Oh, I'm so sorry. I may have come to the
Wr_ong a.ddress, and she disappeared. Thank goodness... she didn’t recognise me. I was
quite relieved. I told myself that T wasn't going to care, or think about this for the rest of my

life.

i['hen a wave of relief came upon me...one day, a letter regarding the school alumni
reunion Fame to my house. I lied to my wife saying that I was going on a business trip. After
the reunion, I went down to the old shack, that I used to call a house. There I found my
mother on the cold ground. But I did not shed a single tear. She had a piece of paper in her
hand... it was aletter addressed to me.

She wrote:

My dear son

I think my (ife has been [ong enough now. And.. I won't visit Seoul anymore... but would it be too
mich toask if [ wanted you to visit me once in a while? I miss you somuch. And I was so glad when
I fieard you were coming for the reunion. But I decided not to go to the school... For yow.. I'm sorry
that I have only one eye, and I was an embarrassment to you for as fong as I remember. You see,
when you were very [ittle, you met with an accident, and [ost one of your eyes. As a mother, I
couldnt stand watching you having to grow up with only one eye... so I gave you mine.. [ was so

proud of my son who was seeing a whole new world for me, in my place, with that eye. [ was niever
you did. The couple of times that you were angry with me. I thought to

upset at you for anything
[ miss the times when you were still young and around me.

myself, Tt’s because he loves me".

I miss you so much. I [ove you. You mear the world tome.

My world shattered!

Then I cried for the person who lived for me—MY MOTH ER.

:mni former students of school or college 1 shacka crudely built shed or hut | shattered broken into pieces
' 9
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ykespond and Reflect

A. Tick (V) the correct response for the following statements in the box provided.
1. The sonhated hismotherbecause:
(a) shewasverytalkative (b) shehadonlyoneeye
(c) shewasavegetableseller

2. The sonmade up hismind to become:

(a) asuccessfulman (b) avegetableseller
(c) asuperhero
3. Thewriterjoined:
(a) acollege (b) auniversity
(c) aschool
4. Thelittle girlranaway screaming because she:
(a) sawanoldwomanwho hadone eye (b) wasafraid of herfather
(c) wasafraid of strangers
5. Theson:
(a) welcomed his mother

(b) screamedat his motherandtold herto leave his house
(¢) introduced his motherto his daughter
6. Thesonwasonceinvited to:
(2) abusinesstrip (b) aparent-teacher meet
(c) aschoolreunion
7- ‘Myworld shattered’ means:
(a) theearthbrokeinto many pieces
(b) everything waslost forhim as his mother died
(c) hefeltembarrassed
8. Thestoryteaches usthat:
(a) Mother’sloveisselfless. b) Beautyis cki
(c) Thinkbeforeyouspeak. ! o el
B. Answer the following questions briefly in about 20-3¢ words,

1. Describe the mother of the narrator. What did she do to earnher Iiving>

2. Whydid the narrator runaway from hismotherwhenshecametohiSS h
chool?
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4. Whatpledge did the narratormake to himself that night?

5. Howdidtheson behave when his mother came to meet him at Seoul?

6

7. Whathadthe Narrator’s motherwrittenin the letter?

The narrator was unfair to his mother. Do
do you think so? Discuss in the class,

Find the odd one in the series of the given words.

1. cried, played, danced, laughed, sang
2. shack,apartment, hut, cottage, hovel

3. successful,embarrassed, ashamed, hateful, desperate

Complete the crossword puzzle.
Clues

. feel awkward, ashamed (11)

. struggle between two people R

. Why did the narrator 80 tohis old shack, after his school alumni reunion?

you think he repented of his behaviour? Why

which creates a tension (8) E A

. made fun of someonein a
playful way (6)

. in despair, to lose hope (9)

. accommodation, living quarters

orrooms (9)
. former students of an institution

(6)

. broken into pieces, destroyed
completely (9)
8. aloud piercing cry (8)

9. meeting again after a long

period (7)
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Read the following extract from the lesson once again and note how the author
describes his mother.

My mother had only one eye. I hated her... she was such an embarrassment. I hated the
dark hovel we lived in. She ran a small shop at the vegetable market. Added to this, she was
frail and walked with a hunched back. She collected green leafy vegetables like spinach and

infact, anything such to sell, for the money we needed.

However, we can make use of certain phrases to describe a person, very much needed in
our everyday conversation.

Read the following description given below about people and see if you can choose the
right phrase befitting the person from the box given.

a figurehead  agatecrasher  awhizz-kid a daredevil a busybody

a skinflint a sponger a litter lout a big shot a killjoy

1. Vivek is always seen borrowing things. Yesterday he borrowed my bicycle and returned it
when it got punctured. Mrs Lal told that he took X 500 last month from her and has not
yetreturned. He doesn’t work; he just seems to live off others.

2. My sister’s son is only 16, yet he is brilliant with computers. In fact, he has just written a
game and it’s so good that leading PC gaming companies want to buy it.

3. | was at my sister’s Silver Jubilee Anniversary the other day when this woman came in
wearing a bright pink saree. I’d never seen her before so | asked my sister who she was.
She had noidea either. Infact, it turned out that nobody at the party knew her.

4. Mr Samuel has become very important and influential person these days. You cannot
meet himwithout anappointment.

5. My friend has an uncle who doesn’t believe in spending money. In fact, once when @
representative from the Missionaries of Charity came to him asking for donations, he let
him off with just onerupee.

6. Myyounger brother hasno sense of how the house is kept clean. He throws his shoes and
clothes here and there. Hisroomis full of papers crushed and thrown on the floor.

7. In a democratic country the President is the official head of a nation. The actual powers
are vested with the Prime Minister.

8. There is a character named Scrooge in Charles Dickens’ play ‘The Christmas Carol’. He
hates celebrating Christmas and disapproves of all things that others enjoy. He also tries
to stop them from enjoying themselves.

-
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9. Mrs Promila is the BBC news channel of our locality. She knows almost everything
.....whose daughter got married ......... whose son has divorced his wife and how

many cars and dogs the people in the street have. | just don't understand how she finds
time forall these things!

10. He enjoys the parachute gliding down to the earth after ejecting off from the plane. He

has done many such feats before. These stunts seem like a gameto him.

w Learn the Language

Look at the following pictures. Make a meaningful sentence for each picture by choosing
words given in Columns A, B and C. One is done for you.

A | B <l C

' 1. ateacher (;) sells clothes (i) inaclinic

j 2. a saleswoman (b) takes care of the patients | (ii) in a departmental store

| 3.achef (c) teaches students (iii) in an airline

4.a flight attendant | (d) cooks food (iv) in a school

’ 5. a doctor (e) serves passengers (v) ina restaurant

2 , E < el ¥ ; N L v U
1.  @= A teacher teaches students in a school. [A-(1),B-(c),C- (iv)]
2. «m
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